Horace and Daisy of Forrest River Mission –

Ancestors and descendants of the Horace Family.

A work in progress by Dr William B Day

Introduction
The descendants of Daisy and her sister Janey of Forrest River Mission and Daisy’s husband, Horace, live in many different States and Territories. The old mission, now known as Oombulgurri, is abandoned and the burial place of the ancestors lies overgrown and unattended, leaving the scattered families disconnected from their Kimberley homelands, and often from each other. However, the record of their people remains in written and oral stories gathered together in this essay as a beginning in healing the wounds of a turbulent family history. Hopefully, more will be revealed as memories are awakened, records corrected or expanded and mysteries solved. 
This essay examines Phyllis Kaberry’s records of Kimberley families and compares her genealogies with those of Forrest River families recorded by historian Neville Green fifty years later. In addition, histories recorded by the Department of Native Affairs, Forrest River priest, Reverend John Best, Forrest River Mission teachers, Harry and Wilma Venville, and others provide useful information to compliment the oral histories of surviving descendants of Daisy and Horace. Corrections and additions will be made to this draft as the information comes to hand.
In 2012, a surviving daughter of Daisy wrote from Darwin to the Kimberley Land Council (KLC), inquiring as to her family's eligibility for membership to a Kimberley native title group. The anthropologist employed by the KLC in 2012, Kara Dunn, replied: “...based on the genealogical information and the information about country association that was provided I can say that you may fall under two claims in the area, Balanggarra and/or Mirriuwung Gajerrung. The Balanggarra claim is near determination and covers the Oombulgarri (sic) and Forrest River Mission areas. Balanggarra is a term meaning all of us together for country.”

In her reply, the KLC anthropologist suggested that family members attend the upcoming Balanggara meeting which would be discussing the history of the claim. The reply explained that the Mirriuwung Gajerrung claim covering Ivanhoe Station had been determined and the members now run their own Prescribed Body Corporate (PBC), “and it would be best to talk to them”. However, before making further moves, a first response should be the gathering of evidence, here assembled in the form of a brief history of the family in the context of their homelands in the Kimberley region of Western Australia and their present situation, as best can be done with whatever information is available. Reader feedback is welcome.
Norman Horace, boxing champ, community leader and land rights campaigner
The Forrest River Mission cemetery in the Kimberley region of Western Australia lies abandoned and overgrown since the mission was closed and most structures removed or demolished. Amongst the neglected graves is burial plot of Norman Horace, son of a woman known as Daisy and her husband, known to the missionaries simply as “Horace”. Born in Wyndham, across the gulf from the Mission in 1944, Norman was educated at Forrest River. As a teenager, Daisy and Horace’s son, Norman Horace, learned the art of boxing at a Wyndham meatworks youth club operated by Kevin Hannah. In about 1962 he “drifted up to Darwin and joined up with Bells Boxing Troupe”, where Norman says, he “enjoyed travelling around and meeting new people”. He told Neville Green, “It gave me a good education and a chance to learn about life.”

Norman’s talents were soon recognised and, at the age of 19, on Monday, April 6, 1964, Norm “Kid” Langford Horace, stepped into the boxing ring at the Sydney Stadium in his debut profession fight against Norm Burge. It was the beginning of a career lasting six and a half years. Apparently, Norman Horace’s managers had recommended he fight professionally under the name Norm “Kid” Langford, which is the name he is remembered by in the boxing records. 
After his retirement from boxing in 1970, Norman moved to Darwin in the Northern Territory where he became involved in the land rights struggle of the early 1970s. He later returned to the Forrest River Settlement, then known as Oombulgurri, where he took up a leadership role.

Two years after his professional debut, after 26 professional bouts and 17 wins, Norm Horace was to win the NSW State Light title against Johhny Lythgoe and four months later, the Australian Super Light Title against Gary Cowburn. In 1967 Norm toured Japan fighting four bouts over four months, leading to Norman’s defeat of his more experienced Japanese opponent, Fujio Mikami, a win which greatly lifted Norm’s ranking. As Neville Green writes, “One of the highlights of Norman’s career was an eight-month boxing contract in Japan but the food wasn’t the best diet for a boxer and he was glad to get back to Australia. At the peak of his boxing career, Norman married Helen Bruce from Melbourne and their daughter Theresa Anne Horace was born in 1968.

There were eleven more fights in Australia before Norm successfully defended his Super Light Title against Billy Lewis at Melbourne’s Olympic Velodrome on 27 February 1970.  Norm’s final seven fights included a victory against Doug Green at the Western Suburbs Rugby league Club in Newcastle, NSW, bringing his total profession wins to 29 with 25 loses and 3 draws. Following a loss to super welter weight newcomer Sione Sani, Norm “Kid” Langford ended his professional boxing career on 24 October, 1970, at Melbourne Festival Hall in an eighth round TKO loss to fellow super welter weight, Peter Lund. 

In 1972 the now-retired Norman Horace was pictured leading the May Day parade through the streets of Darwin, holding a banner with the words, “Black is Beautiful”. According to Bill Day’s book, “Bunji: a story of the Gwalwa Daraniki Movement”, Norman had arrived for the parade in formal black trousers, white shirt and black shoes. When he saw the banner, he removed his shirt and shoes as a gesture proudly connecting him to his land and his people. In August 1978, he was pictured in the Northern Territory News protesting against uranium mining in Aboriginal lands.

By 1978, Norman Horace had returned to Forrest River to find the Oombulgurri Council was in disarray.
 Meanwhile the Ecumenical Institute, later named the Institute of Cultural Affairs (ICA) had been created in the United States, and eventually took control of the revived settlement of Oombulgurri. In “Triumphs and Tragedies”, Green accuses the ICA of cult-like “brainwashing” methods. According to Green, after returning from Darwin, Norman Horace took on a leadership role and “declared himself ‘boss’”. Green writes (page 189), “Norman was a popular figure in the Oombulgurri community and his physical strength and national reputation began to pull the community out of trouble.”
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Above: Norman Horace (right) leads the May Day Parade in Darwin in 1972.  
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City Council
Park.

ANTI-URANIUM protestors who
dug a hole in Tamarind Park on
Friday may be prosecuted by the
City Council.

The Town Clerk, Mr Greg Hoffman,
said the action was in contradiction
of the council’s by-laws and the
possibility of prosecution was being
considered.

“The council is not pleased with
the actions of the protestors,” Mr
Hoffman said.

About 150 people attended the rally
and march which was described by
= organisers as very successful.

The rally was addressed by Dr Peter
E Springall, a representative of the
= Movement for a Non-Nuclear Future.

A spokesman for the protestors said
the hole was dug because they wanted
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chief inspector, Mr Pat Salter, and the hole in Tamarind

City upset
over hole

to raise people’s awareness about how
Aborigines felt when holes were dug
on their land.

“We consider parks as areas
where people should enjoy themselves
and not where holes should be dug,””
the spokesman said.

“‘The Aborigines feel the same
about their land — they don’t want
people digging big holes everywhere.

“Its ironical that we dig national
parks but to dig in a small park
reserve in the city is considered
taboo.”’
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Above: Norman Horace takes part in an anti-uranium protest in Darwin on 13 August, 1978.
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Above: A report from the newspaper “Tribune” giving details of the anti-uranium protest held in Darwin by Bill Day, Norman Horace, and Roland Fourcard on 13 August, 1978. This cutting comes from the A.S.I.O. files of William (Bill) Day held by the National Archives of Australia. 
[image: image4.jpg]Daisy Horace at Oombulgurri in 1987
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Above: Daisy Horace and her son Norman Horace. Photos from Green (1988:100).

Phyllis Kaberry in the Kimberley region 1934 - 1936
Perhaps few members of the new generation of descendants of Horace, Daisy or Janey know about the work of Phyllis Kaberry; however, the Kimberley field noteboks of this American-born anthropologist record how she worked closely with Horace’s mother, known as “Eva” and Daisy’s mother known as “Amy”. Sandy Toussaint of the University of Western Australia, also extensively refers to correspondence between Kaberry and Mary and Elizabeth Durack, held at the Berndt Museum in Nedlands, W.A. In the book, “Phyllis Kaberry and Me”, Toussaint describes how Kaberry arrived at Ivanhoe station in 1934. The young anthropologist stayed with the Durack family and became a life-long friend of the Durack sisters and their bother Reg, who were of a similar age.

From May to October in 1934, Kaberry conducted fieldwork among the Forrest River and Lyne River tribes in North-West Australia. She returned in 1935 to 1936, operating from the Moola Boola Native Settlement, Bedford Downs and Violet Valley in the Kimberley, where she was given the skin name of “nadjeri”. Born in California of English parents on 17 September, 1910, Phyllis Kaberry had moved to Australia with her parents at attended Sydney University in 1930, where she met Professor A P Elkin, who had worked amongst the Kimberley tribes in 1926. Phyllis Kaberry died on 30th October, 1977, in London. It can be safely assumed that Phyllis was regarded as family by the women she worked with, including Daisy and Janey, of Ivanhoe Station and of the same age.
Based on her Kimberley field work, Kaberry wrote of the women’s role in Aboriginal society, published in her 1939 ethnography, “Aboriginal Women Sacred and Profane”.
 Toussaint quotes a Kija woman whose grandmother had known and worked with Kaberry: “…my grandmother told Phyllis Kaberry a lot of things … mostly about women and kids growing up … I think my grandmother thought it was funny that a White lady was interested in Blackfellas. Not many kartiya [White people] were back then.”
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Above: A photograph of Phyllis Kaberry (right) with unnamed women on Ivanhoe Station in 1934, held by the Berndt Museum of Anthropology. From Toussaint (1999:btw2&3).
During her months in the area, Kaberry assembled detailed family trees, including two handwritten charts of the ancestors of Daisy and Horace, with Horace’s mother “Eva” as “ego” on one extensive chart and Daisy’s mother “Amy” as “ego” on a second chart (Note: “ego” is the individual used as the beginning point of all the relationships shown in the family tree diagram). Fortunately, these original family trees by Kaberry provide the surviving descendants of Daisy and Horace with a detailed and reliable chart of their family ancestry. 

Under the heading “Local organisation”, in her report on her fieldwork, Phyllis Kaberry writes: “Professor Elkin has already described the distribution of the tribes:
 they are briefly, the Yeidji, Wembria and Lyne River sub-tribes. The latter include Balu, Jinanu, Wirngir, Mande, Wulu, Baiyana, Gangalu and Djuri. On the southern side of the Forrest River are the Kular, Arnga, Ballalangari and Wolyamirri tribes.”

The names on a handwritten genealogical chart drawn by the anthropologist Phyllis Kaberry in the 1930s are difficult to read. However, Horace’s name is clear, as the son of a man named “Harry” or possibly “Henry” with the Aboriginal name of “Galmuru”. Neville Green lists “Horace Ngaralma”, born 1916, as the son of “Kulmaroo” and Kulmaroo’s wife, “Birbilma”.
 Kaberry’s “Galmuru” as father of Horace is obviously the same man “Kulmaroo” who is listed by Neville Green as Horace’s father. On Kaberry’s family tree, Horace has a brother named “Collin” and one deceased baby brother. Green (page 15) has slightly more detail, listing Horace’s brothers as Colin, born 1920, John, died as a baby in 1924 and Roy, born in 1926.
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Map 2 Phyllis Kaberry’s 1939 depiction of the Kimberley





Above: Phyllis Kaberry’s map showing language group (“tribes”) names in block letters. From Toussaint (1999:31).
On her genealogy chart labelled “Eva Birbalma”, using Eva as “ego”, Kaberry lists Horace’s father as being married to a woman named “Eva” whose Aboriginal name was “Birbalma”. The name recorded by Kaberry is obviously the same woman named “Birbilma” recorded by Green. On Kaberry’sfamily tree chart, “Eva” has a brother was a man named “Luke”, who would be therefore be Horace’s uncle. On his charts of Forrest River families, Neville Green shows “Luke Noongallie” married a woman named “Amy” on 3 May, 1918.
 

Kaberry’s second chart uses a woman named “Amy” as the “ego” with Amy’s siblings listed. Neville Green notes that Amy worked closely with Phyllis Kaberry on 22nd June, 1934, when Amy and a woman named “Nelly” assisted Kaberry in naming massacre sites.
 Kaberry indicates that Amy had another husband whose name is illegible but was most likely the man named “Banjo” who is recorded on government forms as the biological father of Daisy and her sister Janie. Green lists Daisy’s birth year as 1914. 
Both Kaberry and Green have noted Daisy as being the wife of Horace. In 1968, a report on an application for citizenship was completed on behalf of Daisy’s husband, who lists his name as “Numa Horace”, born 1911, and his father as “Harry Numa” and mother as “Birbama”. The name is similar to Harry “Gurlmuru” written as Horace’s father on Kaberry’s chart. It appears from the diagrams that “Harry” may be a son of Wingaruru and Wurawungadji, whose clan Kaberry records as ‘Umbalgari”. 

Neville Green's Oombulgurri Tree Number 24 (page 26) gives more detail about “Alfred Wabram (died September 1948) and Rita (died Nulla Nulla June 1948).”
 Both Alfred and Rita are shown on Kaberry's genealogy as brother and sister-in-law of “Rinjalboen” who married “Gambegaija”. Alfred and Rita's daughter “Ursula Ngorily” shown on Green's Tree 24  is not listed by Kaberry.
 According to Kaberry, Gambegaija was a brother of the man shown as one of Daisy's mother’s husbands, named as Luke. Rinjalboen's mother was Wungarunejga, who was Daisy's putative grandmother. These relationships are given in detail in the hope that connections to country may become clearer as the marriage patterns are unravelled.
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Above: A cropped copy of Phyllis Kaberry’s 1934 genealogy using Amy (mother of Janie and Daisy) as “ego”.
In summary, Eva Birbilma was the mother of Horace. Eva’s brother was Luke Nungali. If Luke was a spouse of Daisy, then Daisy married her father’s sister’s son, who was therefore her “cross cousin”. This was a typical “promised wife” arrangement for traditional people. However, as noted above, Amy appears to have had another husband, “Banjo”, who according to Kaberry’s charts is the biological father of the twin girls, Janie and Daisy, but does not belong to a closely connected family group. 

As noted, Phyllis Kaberry records Horace’s mother as “Eva Birbalma”. The historian, Neville Green, records “Horace Ngarlama”, born 1916, as the husband of “Daisy Ngun”, born 1914. Green lists the parents of Horace as “Kulmaroo” [similar to Kaberry’s Harry Gurlmuru] and “Birbilma” [Amy], and their children as Horace, Colin (born 1920), John (born/deceased 1924) and Roy (born1926). Kaberry’s genealogical chart also shows Colin as a son of Harry and Eva and a brother of Horace and also a deceased boy.

Neville Green gives a date for the marriage of “Luke Noongallie” and Amy on 3 May, 1918.
 He confirms that Luke is the brother of Eva, who is the mother of Horace, therefore, Daisy and Horace are cross cousins because Horace is Daisy’s father’s sisters’ son, in other words, the son of Daisy’s aunt Eva. In fact, for this reason, the marriage was probably an arranged or “promised” marriage as was the custom.

Janie’s husband is named as “Aden” on Kaberry’s chart, but does not appear to be a close kin. However, according to Kaberry, Janie and Aden (Aiden?) had a son named “Hilton”. This could be the same man listed on Green’s charts as Hilton Gore, the grandson of Charles AKA “Calico”.

In 1968, a report on Daisy’s application for citizenship gives Daisy’s mother’s name as “Amy Netty” and her father’s name as “Banjo”. As stated above, Kaberry indicates that Daisy’s mother, Amy, had two husbands, Luke and another name, which could be Banjo. An interpretation of Kaberry’s family tree diagram suggests that “Banjo” was Daisy and her twin sister’s biological father.
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Above: A cropped copy of Kaberry’s “Eva” genealogy (c1934).
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Above: Neville Green’s 1983 genealogy of Horace’s parents, siblings and descendants.
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Above: Neville Green’s diagram showing parents of Daisy and Janie. Kaberry’s genealogy indicates Daisy’s biological father to be “Banjo” and Amy and Luke to be a childless relationship.
Daisy and Horace’s family

In his book, The Oombulgurri Story, page 100, Green writes that Daisy and Janie were born on the old Ivanhoe station. Their birth date is recorded as 1st July, a date nominated by government on official records for those born in the bush without a doctor’s certificate. Daisy told Neville Green: “The station manager came round the camp where we were near the river bank and when he saw two baby girls he threw them in the Ivanhoe River. My mother and Aunty jumped into the water and pulled us out.” 

The girls survived, and Daisy continues: “We stayed at Ivanhoe for a while, then my mother and father went to work for old Charlie Flinders who was managing Goose Hill Station past the Twelve Mile. My sister and me used to just play around the stock yards and we didn’t go to school. Then my mother and father came into the six mile [Wyndham] and worked at the butcher shop.”

As this history suggests, the surname “Horace” originated from a man named Horace. As was common in the past, Aboriginal people were given a name familiar to their English-speaking bosses in addition to their traditional name. Eventually these nicknames often became family surnames. 

Green lists four children of Horace and Daisy. The children are: Norman (born 1944), Roderick (born 1945), Rosalin (born 1948) and Carol Kate (born 1950). 
 A 1962 application for citizenship by Daisy Horace of Three Mile Camp, Wyndham, W.A., lists her children under the age of twenty-one years as:

Norman Horace .............Male............Date of birth 25/4/1944

Roderick Horace.............Male.............Date of birth 3/6/1945.

Katie Horace...................Female..........Date of birth 4/3/1950.

A 1968 report on “Daisy Horace, born 1-7-1919, full-blood, tribal marriage to Numa Horace”, lists only the name of Katie Horace as children of the applicant and “Fabian Horace” as Daisy’s dependent grandchild. The form states that Katie Horace was “working in Darwin”.
 

Daisy and Horace’s son Norman married Helen Bruce (born Scotland) and their daughter was Theresa Anne Horace, born 1968. On his chart, Neville Green only lists unnamed son of Theresa, most likely Kyle, born in 1988. 

The Aboriginal Affairs card A/1176, and file 186/37, give details of a daughter of Daisy who is not shown in Green’s charts. Aboriginal Affairs record notes: “Daisy has a half-caste child, Mavis (aged 4 years in 1940), Card No. A1143, of whom she claims that Frank B. Lacy (white) is the father.” 

Mavis’s Card notes that Lacy was employed as a drover at Forrest [River] Mission “for some time”.
 The record continues: “Daisy told Inspector McBeath that Lacy was the father of Mavis. When Lacy was employed at the Mission, it was her duty to go along every morning to make his bed and sweep out the room and tidy up generally. Daisy said it was at these times that intercourse took place between them.” By June, 1940, records show that Horace and Daisy had left the Mission, taking Mavis “and a child named Hilton with them”.

In Mavis’s file it is recorded that Hilton’s mother was “Janie, wife of Aidan” and that Hilton was the “alleged son of Fred Gore, ¾ black.” This note agrees with Kaberry’s family tree, which shows Hilton to be the son of “Janie” and “Aiden”. However, Green may be correct in listing “Fred Gore” as Hilton’s biological father, as noted in the Aboriginal Affairs records, but perhaps not known to Kaberry. 

Hilton Gore told Neville Green, that his grandfather “Calico” was an Afghan man who married a woman named Molly from Moola Boola in Halls Creek. Hilton said, “...my father was brought to the mission when he was a boy and his sister Grace also came.”
 Green (1988:99) includes a photograph of “Fred and May Gore” with their baby. Similarly, on Green's Oombulgurri family Tree No.11, Fred and Grace are shown as children of “Calico” aka “Charlie”, with Fred and May's children listed as Rosalie, Hilton and Harry. Hilton and May appear to have had eleven children, with another adopted.
 

Considering the above, it is puzzling why Kaberry has listed “Hilton” as the son of Janie and Aiden, although the Aboriginal Affairs Cards also note that Daisy's sister Janey was the mother of Hilton.
The strong connection between the Gore family and Janie and Daisy is also confirmed by a list of children “on endowment” with Daisy and “Horace Norma” in 1962. Those children listed are Dennis Gore, born 1-10-1949, Elizabeth born 22-1-1951, Allan born 5-11-1952, Judith born 3-7-1954  and Coral born 22-3-1956.
 The children’s names are the same as the third, fourth, fifth and sixth children of Hilton Gore as recorded by Neville Green.

According to my notes, in addition to Theresa Horace’s son, Kyle Horace, born in Wyndham in March 1988 to an anonymous father, the children of Theresa Horace and Paul Matz are Courtney (f), Ashley and Dylan. Theresa and Justin Renehan have a daughter, Skye, who lives in Melbourne and a Theresa and Courtney Langer have a teenage son named Beau who lives in a suburb of Fremantle in Western Australia. It follows that all of the above generation are therefore descendants of Daisy and Horace.
In an interview with Mavis Waddell in 2010, Mavis related how she was born on 18th of May, 1935 in Wyndham, W.A. and has lived in Darwin since the mid-1960s. According to my notes taken during the interview with Mavis, “Old Horace” has a “full son” who looks like his father. This elder son is about eight years older than Norman Horace (dec), who was born in 1944. Mavis added that her father Frank Lacy had another daughter, named Phyllis, who is the mother of Broome radio and television identity, Mark Bin Barker. Mavis told me, “Horace and Robert’s country is Drysdale and Kalumburu” to the west of Forrest River Mission. At the time, I did not record Horace’s connection to “Robert”; however, Phyllis Kaberry records that Horace has a cousin named Robert who used the surname “Roberts”.

When Rev Gribble took the girls to the Forrest River Mission, Daisy moved to the Mission while her husband stayed at the Six Mile. Daisy concludes, “...we stayed in the dormitory for a good while until we got married, then my husband and me went and lived with my mother in her mud [brick] house.” Presumably, the house was that of Amy and Banjo.

Neville Green adds more detail in his book, “Triumphs and Tragedies” (2011:42-3). He describes how “Daisy Horace and her sister Janey aka Amy” were taken: “On his infrequent trips to Wyndham, Gribble sought out children who could be removed under the 1905 Aborigines Act and in September 1921, he informed [A O Neville] the Chief Protector of Aborigines, that two girls were living with their parents at the Three Mile. Rather than wait for Neville’s reply, he seized the girls and was off to the mission with them.

In Neville Green’s history of Oombulgurri, Daisy gives more details of her early life. She says that after mother and aunty rescued the babies from the river, they were revived. Her mother Amy stayed at Ivanhoe for a while, then both mother and father went to work for Charlie Flinders, the manager of Goose Hill Station “past the Twelve Mile”. Later their parents moved to the Wyndham Six Mile and worked at the butcher’s shop.
 
Daisy’s daughter Mavis
In 1935, Daisy, aged 15, was still living at the Mission when her first child was born. On 5th September 1939, Inspector McBeath visited Forrest River Mission. He interviewed Daisy who informed the inspector that a white man employed as a drover at the mission, named Frank B Lacy, was the biological father of the little girl, who had been named “Mavis”.
 The Department records add, “When Lacy was employed at the Mission it was [Daisy’s] duty to go along every morning to make his bed and sweep out the room and tidy up generally. Daisy said it was at these times that intercourse took place between them.” Lacy was twenty years older than Daisy, who was most likely under sixteen years of age when she became pregnant.

 Frank Boswood Lacy was born in New Zealand in 1899. His brother Barney remained in New Zealand, while Frank moved around the Kimberley district, including his time working at the Forrest River Mission assisting with stock work, and later in Derby and Broome, before settling at Mount Elizabeth Station in 1946. According to his biography, “The Rivers of Home: Frank Lacy Kimberley Pioneer”
 Lacy married Teresa Bardwell in Broome in December 1944. Their son Peter Lacy was born in the Kimberley town in 1945 (page 100). Lacy writes, “...the new born baby had a ready-made brother, Teresea’s little six-year-old son, Francis and my daughter Mavis.” That brief comment appears to be Lacy’s only mention of Mavis in his biography.

In May, 1937, Daisy and her husband Horace had left Forrest River Mission, taking with them Daisy’s daughter Mavis, aged almost two years, and “a child named Hilton (mother [full-blood] Janie, wife of Aidan and alleged father Fred Gore, three quarter black).” 
 In the Department records, the couple claim they were taken off rations and “told to clear out by Rev. Johnson” after Daisy burned the bread. Rev Johnson stated that they left the Mission because Horace refused to do stock work. 

After a stint working at the Government Hospital in Wyndham, Horace and Daisy returned to the Mission, but left again in June, 1940.

Life on the Mission 1928 – 1940.
On November 1, 1924, John Gribble married a fellow missionary, Edith “Marna” Kent. Neville Green writes; “Edith's bridesmaids were Ruth Noble, Doris (Morgan), Daisy (Horace), Jane and Stella (m. Oswald). John was served by Robert (Roberts) and a missionary named Thomson.”
 Daisy would have been no more than ten years old at the time. Edith Gribble died on 29 October 1926 and was buried at the Forrest River Mission.

Green says in 1981 he interviewed adults who grew up under the dormitory system at the Mission, including Sheila Meehan, who said, “we used to have two weeks’ holiday from school. The girls would go out with Robert and Louisa...” On Kaberry's genealogy, Robert and his wife Louisa are shown as cousins of Horace, with Robert being the son of Harry's sister Wangelulu and Eva's brother, whose name is indecipherable, illustrating once again the close knit nature and undoubted traditional basis of relationships amongst Forrest River families. Kaberry names “Coralie” as the daughter of Robert and Louisa. 
Apparently, Robert and Louisa were given the surname “Roberts” as they were known to Wilma and Harry Venville in 1958. They wrote: “A wonderful aboriginal husband and wife, Robert and Louisa Roberts were in charge of the dormitory. They would have been approximately fifty years of age. Louisa was Mission trained and ably literate. She knew every hymn and its number in the Aboriginal hymn book and always led the robust singing in church. Robert had been a police ‘boy” at one stage and he always held himself with a military bearing. They were both loved by their charges [in the dormitory] and respected by the white staff.”
 In her diary, Wilma Venville mentions that Robert and Louisa had a two-year-old granddaughter named Maggie Roberts, whose father was presumably the son of Robert and Louisa.
 Also mentioned is “Walter Umbulgurri” who had the job of tending the water pump at Camera Pool in the 1950s.
The Venville’s note: “There were approximately one hundred and fifty aboriginal people living at Forrest River Mission in 1958. They were mostly full blooded Aboriginals, proud, dignified people living in their own country. Despite it being their own land, they were subject to the dictates and administration of the missionaries and the employed white staff, and to rules and laws carried out by the Department of Native Welfare and the police.”
Reverend Ernest Gribble was transferred from Forrest River in September 1928. For a short time, Gribble’s son, John “Jack” Gribble took over as manager. Green writes that in February 1930 the mission staff held a secret meeting and voted to “get rid” of Jack Gribble. In response, Gribble jnr. sent incriminating documents to the Chief Protector, exposing sexual offences committed by his accusers at the Mission.
 Neville Green notes that as so often happened, the accusations of sexual abuse by staff were “hushed up”.

After Rev R W Laurie was appointed manager, he employed a Wyndham youth named George Sims as a general handyman. Green notes Sims’s interest in “the attractive teenage girls who under a lax dormitory matron enjoyed much unsupervised leisure time”.

At this turbulent time, Archbishop Le Fanu in Perth appointed the author of “The Australian Aborigine as a Human Being”, Mrs Mary Montgomery Bennett, as matron of the girl’s dormitory. After Mary Bennett accused Sims of a sexual interest in the older girls, Rev Laurie complained to the Archbishop and Rev Victor Johnson became the new manager.
German Sea Plane

In 1932 The German seaplane, “Atlantis”, piloted by Hans Bertram and his mechanic Adolph Klausmann, was reported missing. Twenty-six days elapsed before the search was extended to include the North Kimberley coast.
 After the abandoned Junkers seaplane was spotted from the air on a beach thirty kilometres north-west of Elsie and Eric Islands, several search parties were sent out from the Mission. Neville Green (page 70) records that one group included “James Noble, Horace Ngaralma, Alfred Martin, Ned Nulja, Patrick and Tommy with five bush men from the Drysdale region {Kulumburu].” They were to cross 150 kilometres of rugged country in search of survivors; however, before the search parties could get to the area, the two German airmen had been located by two bush men.
 

Neville Green also records that during World War II Horace was one of five men who served Australia’s northern defences as guides to Observation Units operating along the coast. According to Green, their services have never been recognised.

World War II
Dr Amoury Vane’s history, “The North Australian Observation Unit – the history of a Surveillance3 Regiment”, acknowledges the role of Aboriginal people in the defence of North Australia. In Chapter 7 of his book titled “B Company at Wyndham (pp. 57-66) Vane writes: “At Wyndham the help of aboriginal trackers was of the greatest importance. No one except [Major] Stanner spoke any Aboriginal language or understood their culture and customs which meant that the Aborigines who helped us needed to speak English and hence were from the mission stations, cattle stations or were Police trackers. They gave a confidence to the men when in the bush and taught valuable lessons about the north, that would otherwise have been had to come by. They were always cheery, willing and brave and are remembered today by a bronze plaque at NORFORCE headquarters at Larrakeyah Barracks in Darwin.” 
During the war, a large airport was operated by American and Australian airforces near Kalumburu on the Kimberley coast. Father Eugene Perez's book, “Kalumburu War Diary” is a record of day-to-day life on the Benedictine mission on the northern Kimberley coast between January 1942 and October 1945. As the war with Japan intensified, the air forces of Australia and America turned the old Pago (1908) and Drysdale mission sites into busy bases. 

A constant movement of aircraft and service personnel is described in Father Perez's diary, including hosting 126 survivors of the bombing of the State Ship Koolama in March, 1942. Photographs in the book illustrate friendly fraternisation between Aboriginal people and the servicemen and women, including displays of traditional dancing performed for the troops. 
Observation flights by Japanese planes are noted, culminating in a fatal air raid on 27 September, 1943.
 The need for labourers in road-building and clearing of airstrips and the introduction of luxury goods would also have attracted people from Forrest River Mission to the Kalumburu area. 

[image: image12.jpg]Entertainment performed for the troops based near the Mission.




Above: “Entertainment for the troops”. From “Kalumburu War Diary”, Perez (1981:16).
[image: image13.jpg]War planes at Kalumburu.




Above: “War Planes at Kalumburu”. Photograph from Perez (1981:171).
Father Perez at Kalumburu was concerned about the effect of the influx of people, commenting in his March 1942 entry: “What these Americans are doing here is eating and having a good time with a salary of 25 shillings. If all the Americans are the same they will not be a great help in getting Australia out of trouble... I hope they do not stop where the natives are camped, as they have a few women with them and this could result in unfortunate complications”
On Tuesday, December 1st, 1942, Perez notes “A record in air traffic was created today. The first craft to arrive was a bomber, followed by nine fighters in the morning and few more planes in the afternoon. Some of the crew and officials visited us and assisted at the corroboree in the evening by buying souvenirs. One gave us a pound note for a spear, telling us to keep the change (page 90).”

By July 1944, the remaining operations were transferred to the Truscott Airfield to the west. However, spitfires from Truscott shot down one Japanese plane over Kalumburu on July 20, 1944 (Perez, p.264).
Although a man named Aiden is recorded by Phyllis Kaberry and the Aboriginal Affairs as the husband of Daisy's sister Janey, by 1945 there appears to be no connection between the two. The Chaplain-Superintendent of Forrest River Mission, Rev John Best, wrote: “Aiden was at one time a Mission native but later severed any definite connection with us and was very much a nomad. He wandered about at random, sometimes working in Wyndham or on stations (particularly, I think, Carlton) and sometimes living in the bush.” 

An incident involving Aiden gives a glimpse into the difficulties created by the placement of defence forces in the Kimberley in the 1940s. According to a charge sheet, on 17 November 1942, Aiden, alias “Gewbow”, aged 30 years, assisted girls from the Forrest River Mission dormitory “to escape with the intention of taking them to an encampment of soldiers camped nearby [the Bremlah Camp].”  John Best explained: “Aiden has been absent from the Mission for some considerable period...Soon after his return, the O.C. [Officer in Command] of the nearby military encampment asked me for the services of a boy who could act as guide and do odd jobs around the camp. As Aiden is quite an intelligent fellow and knows the country very well I let him go over on a probationary period. Aiden was working very well and would have been taken on at the job permanently when some degree of certainty was arrived at concerning the employment of natives by the military. In his spare time Aiden quite frequently visited his friends at the Mission.”
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Above: Map of North Australian Observation Unit operations in the Kimberley in WW II, from “Curtin’s Cowboys – Australia’s Secret Bush Commandos” (Walker & Walker 1986:26).
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Above: Map showing location of Drysdale Mission, Forrest River Mission and surrounds, including Ivanhoe, Argyle Downs and other Kimberley Stations during World War Two (Vane 2000:58).
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Above:  Map showing path taken by a North Australian Observation Unit patrol that included Horace, sent from Forrest River Mission to confirm a reported sighting of a supposed Japanese landing, which proved to be a false alarm (Vane, 2000:101).

Rev Best continued: “I was absent for the Mission from Monday morning till Wednesday afternoon and on my return discovered that on Tuesday night six of the girls had run away from the dormitory and made for the military camp.” In his letter to The Commissioner of Native Affairs, Rev John Best described how Aiden had arranged for the girls to break out of the dormitory then had told O.C. Shannon that the girls were near the camp. The O.C. Immediately ordered their return to the Mission. Best emphasised that the military was not involved: “Aiden did this entirely off his own initiative and the idea was never even so much as suggested to him by the soldiers. Their failure to re-act favourably to the news that the girls were in the vicinity was something that he had not counted upon. The prompt action of both Cpl Eldridge and Mr Shannon in securing the return of the girls is sufficient evidence of this. But in addition might add my own personal testimony that since the soldiers have been in this vicinity I have had frequent and intimate contact with them and am convinced in my own mind that there are none of them who would be party to such an action We on the staff of the Mission have been unanimous in the opinion that we are extremely fortunate in having such a fine company of men in the vicinity.” As a result of the incident, Rev Best recommended that Aiden be sent to Moola Boola  for at least twelve months.

Neville Green describes defence operations taken in the Kimberley during World War II.
 One company was based at Ivanhoe Station with one advance camp to the north on Carlton Station and another at Bremlah across the river from Forrest River Mission. When the Mission superintendent was asked to nominate Aboriginal guides, John Best assigned Horace Ngaralma as their guide in September 1942. 

On another occasion, Frank Martin and Ronald Morgan were chosen. Frank later refused to go without his wife, Agnes. Green writes: “The official records show that fifty-nine Aborigines, including thirteen women were employed by NAOU as guides, horse-breakers and general labourers. According to Green, “the mission records name Ronald Morgan, Frank Martin, Horace, George Bambra and Ernest Unbah as five men who, at different times served Australia’s defence as guides for the Northern Australian Observation Unit.

Connie McDonald

In her book, “When You Grow Up”, Connie Nungulla McDonald includes a photograph of “Uncle Robert Roberts (Unjumarra)” with three boys and a captured freshwater crocodile at “Stevenson’s Hole” in 1949.
 Connie writes that she is a first cousin to Freda Chulung (nee Ryan). Connie describes Coralie Roberts as “a leader like her mother, Aunty Louisa Unjamurra”. 

Coralie Roberts lived in the girl’s dormitory and had been working as a teacher’s aide since 1930. Connie McDonald says she owes much to the kindness and patience that Coralie showed, including inspiring Connie to learn to play the church organ.

Connie Nungulla McDonald describes the incident involving Aiden from the viewpoint of the girls involved, but does not mention Aiden’s name. According to McDonald, there were three soldiers from the Bremlah camp involved, who had offered to pay the Aboriginal man, assumed to be Aiden, if the raid had been successful. His footprints appear to have been well known, because Connie states she “knew immediately” whose footprints they were. She writes, “The people, especially the parents of the girls, were terribly upset to think that their daughters were involved in such a risky exploit.”

McDonald claims that the Bremlah army campsite, “five miles across the other side of the river”, was selected by the elders of Forrest River Mission, who did not want the soldiers based at the mission. The girls and women were warned by the elders that if any of them were involved in sneaking off to the army camp they would be punished by tribal law.” McDonald adds that Bremlah means “eternal spring”.
 The historian, Christine Choo, also describes the impact of the war with Japan on the Aboriginal people of the Kimberley region.
 

A history of the North Australian Observation Unit (NAOU) by R and H Walker disputes claims made by McDonald in her book and in a 1996 newspaper article headed, “Connie’s War – the story that won’t go away”.

More Descendants of Daisy and Horace
Daisy and Horace’s first son was born in Wyndham Hospital on 25th April, 1944. As stated, the second son, Roderick Horace was born in 1945, followed by a daughter, Rosalin in 1948, who died as an infant before 1950. Carol Kate Horace was born in 1950, and died before 1980 in Melbourne, where she is buried. 
In 1950, Daisy’s daughter, Mavis had a son Colin, to George Thompson from Mount Elizabeth station. As the daughter of Frank Lacy, Mavis also has half-brothers and sisters, the children of Lacy.
 One half sister was Phyllis, a Kitja woman from Halls Creek, who married Amat Bin Bakar of Broome. He was born in Singapore in 1932 and died in Broome on November 5, 2011. Their children are Mark, Bernadette, Arnold and Andrea.
 Later, Mavis married a bull-catcher and fencer from Melbourne named Steve Waddell. They had two daughters, Karen, born 19 April, 1961, and Stephanie, born on 5 February, 1960. 

Wilma and Harry Venville were school teachers at Forrest River Mission in 1958 and 1959. Their self-published book, “Dadaway: our two years at Forrest River Mission School 1958 & 1959” mentions “a white stockman named Steve Waddell who was married to Mavis, a half-caste girl who had attended school at the Mission”. The Venville’s write that Steve Waddell, was “an experienced skilful worker with cattle”, who was employed to help get the Mission’s beef herd into production. The Venvilles say that Steve Waddell “had some success in re-building the herd”.
The Venville’s write that Steve Waddell “was very cynical towards the Mission and the church. He refused to allow Mavis to attend church and he insisted that he be allowed to have his grog.” In the Venville’s opinion, “he would not have been tolerated under earlier superintendents”.
 
In their book and in their archived photographs, the Venville’s include photographs of Mavis and her two children at the Waterfall 1959, Steve Wadell delivering butchered beef, and Mavis and Steve’s child on a horse at the Mission (see illustrations below).
 Harry Venville’s brief mention in December 1959 of “four young men, Peter, Autry, Norman and Dudley”, who were involved in a fight on the Mission may refer to the teenage Norman Horace.
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Above: Mavis Waddell with her two children at waterfall 1959 (State Library of WA, Wilma & Harry Venville Collection of Forrest River Mission Photographs [also online]).
Wilma Venville mentions a woman named “Daisy” who was the wife of “Frank’ in July, 1959. Wilma Venville says that “Barbara” was the ex-wife of Frank and “Florrie” was Barbara’s daughter.
 A diary entry by the Venvilles on August 13, 1959, notes that: “Daisy returned to Wyndham on our boat, with Frank and her two children…I feel sorry for Steve, Frank’s son, who is in the dormitory…”
 However, other than the name “Daisy”, there is no known connection between these names and Daisy Horace, so there may have been another woman named “Daisy” at Forrest River Mission. 

Despite Norman Horace’s early passing the descendants of Daisy and Horace continue to thrive. Norman had married Helen Bruce of Melbourne, who was born in 1940 and died in Melbourne after 2000. She was buried in Melbourne. Norman and Helen have one surviving daughter named Theresa Anne Horace, born in 1968.  Another child died early and is buried in Darwin. Helen remarried and had two sons of Islander descent, Daniel and Philemon Pearson.
Green says he visited Horace and Daisy’s son, Norman Horace, in Wyndham prison in 1980, “a few years before his death” after despair and alcohol had led to his early demise.
 This was a sad ending to a man once known as the “Kid Langford”
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Above: “Steve & Mavis Woodall's [sic] son 1959” (State Library of WA, Harry & Wilma Venville Collection of Forrest River Mission Photographs [online]). See also “Dadaway – our two years at Forrest River Mission School 1958 & 1959” by Wilma & Harry Venville.
Theresa Horace had a series of complicated relationships which bore six children. The children of Theresa and Paul Matz are Dylan Matz (born about 1987), Ashley Matz (born about 1989) and Courtney Matz  (she was born in about 1990). Theresa’s son Kyle Horace was born in Wyndham in 1988. The daughter of Theresa and Justin Renehan is Skye Horace, who was born in about 1998. Justin and Skye both live in Melbourne. Theresa's youngest son, Beau Langer, born in 2004, is the son of Theresa and Courtney Langer. Both Courtney and Beau were living in Perth, Western Australia in 2019. Courtney has a daughter to a second marriage, who is Beau's half-sister.

The descendants of Daisy Horace and Frank Boswood Lacy include Mavis’s daughter Karen, born in April 1961, and Karen's daughters Nicole, born about 1980, and Tara. Mavis and Steve Waddell’s daughter Stephanie married Eddie Motlop and they have four children: Shannon, Daniel, Laurence and Steven, who was born in about 1991. Mavis also bore a son, Colin, born in 1950, to George Thompson.

Descendants of Daisy’s sister, Janey and her alleged relationship with Fred Gore would include all the children of Hilton Gore. These descendants are listed as Dennis (October 1949), Elizabeth (January 1951), Alan (November 1952), Judith (July 1954), Coral ((March 1956), Sandra, Maxine, Jackie, Lyunetta and Peter (adopted in Oombulgurri).
 All details of these listed descendants need to be checked and if necessary corrected.

[image: image19.emf]Left:   Mrs Teresa Lacy with Peter and Ann Lacy.  Right:   Frank Lacy and his daughter Ann.                                                                                               Above:   Peter Lacy and his wife Pat. All three photos are from “The Rivers of Home” by F. B. Lacey.  
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